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Figure 1.1 Location Map showing Hinckley & Bosworth Borough

within the county of Leicestershire.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1 This section sets out the need for a Landscape

CharacterAssessment, and the methodology employed.

The overall landscape context of Hinckley and Bosworth

is established and existing sites are reviewed.

1.2 Hinckley & Bosworth Borough in Leicestershire covers an

area of nearly 300km and is very fortunate in the range and

diversity of the landscapes found within its boundaries.

in

the northeast,

to the southwest The urban centre of

Hinckley Town is located towards the south east of the

Borough along with Burbage, Earl Shilton and Barwell which

constitutes the majority of the built up area. e

4 in June 2005,

simultaneously with the preparation of the Borough’s Local

Development Framework.

1.5 Landscape Character Assessment is a tool used to define

areas with consistent distinctive characteristics resulting

from the interaction of geology, landform, soils, vegetation,

landuse and human settlement. The assessment process

utilises desk based study and field survey of features within

the landscape, and this baseline information is then analysed

2

These extend from the craggy wilderness of Charnwood

across the distinctive heritage rich parkland of

Market Bosworth to the expansive tranquil openness of the

Mease Lowlands .

Th variety is, in

itself, a significant asset for the Borough which provides

considerable appeal.

1.3 The 20th Century witnessed a degree of decline in landscape

fabric and character prompted by the emphasis on

maximising agricultural production and the parallel decline

of the mining industry. Fortunately, the importance of unique

local landscape distinctiveness has now been recognised at

a national level, with policy advocating the protection and

enhancement of landscape resources on a comprehensive

basis.

1. In response to this guidance, the Borough of

Hinckley and Bosworth commissioned a full assessment of

landscape and urban character to be carried out

to assess the current key characteristics, condition and

variation found across the Borough.

1.6 The Landscape Character Assessment provides an

understanding of the landscape, it’s evolution and future

pressures. It recommends future management strategies

which will help secure the unique qualities and subtle

idiosyncrasies which make Hinckley and Bosworth special,

and to ensure that sensitive areas are protected.

Opportunities for enhancing the landscape character are

also highlighted.

1.7 The Urban Character Assessment studies the street

patterns, urban form, landmark buildings and common

building styles and materials to define the local vernacular

of the principal settlements. The sensitivity of the overall

settlement area is also assessed in order to highlight areas

under particular pressures. Once again, enhancement

opportunities are identified.

1.8 The 21st Century will no doubt continue to witness gradual

landscape evolution. Things never simply stand still.

Climate change will pose a significant challenge, although

it is extremely difficult to be certain about the nature of that

change and the ability of the landscape and its wildlife to

adapt to differing conditions. Whilst some existing species

may struggle, others will welcome the new opportunities

which develop, perhaps resulting in subtle shifts in overall

biodiversity.

1.9 The Borough wide Landscape CharacterAssessment aims

to provide a bench mark document against which future

trends can be monitored. The benefits of the latest

Environmental Stewardship agricultural measures can be

assessed to identify whether they succeed in arresting the

decline in landscape and habitat features. It can also

provide a tool to guide the location and form of future

development in order to ensure that this is in harmony with

prevailing landscape or townscape character, local

distinctiveness, and the Borough’s sense of place.
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1.10 The benefits of the National Forest will become progressively

more evident over the next decade in the northern sector of

the Borough. In parallel with this, the East Midlands

Regional Forest Strategy may also contribute to the

restoration of a more wooded character across large parts of

the Borough, reinforcing the beneficial characteristics

already found around Burbage and Market Bosworth.

1.11 This document is intended to be the start of a continuing

process of landscape character assessment. The Borough

Council welcomes input from the community at large, and

trust that this document will stimulate stakeholder

involvement in landscape enhancement and wildlife

conservation.

1.12 Planning Policy Statement 7 : Sustainable Development in

Rural Areas (PPS7), sets out the Government's objectives to

raise the quality of the environment in rural areas. It

establishes the need to protect the open countryside for the

benefit of all, with the highest level of protection for our most

valued landscapes and environmental resources.

1.13 It also acknowledges the need to ensure that good quality

sustainable development respects and, where possible,

enhances local distinctiveness and the intrinsic qualities of

the countryside.

1.14 Hinckley and Bosworth does not include any designated

landscapes such as National Parks or Areas of Outstanding

Natural Beauty. However, the Government recognises that

areas of landscape outside these designations can still be

highly valued at a local level, with protection being offered by

way of criteria based policies contained in Local

Development Documents (LDD's). PPS7 makes it clear (at

paragraph 24) that such policies should be based upon

landscape character assessments.

1.15 The Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands (RSS8),

published in March 2005, gives the national strategy a

POLICY FRAMEWORK

regional focus. Policy 30, Priorities for the Management

and Enhancement of the Region's Landscapes,

establishes that Local Development Frameworks should

be informed by Landscape Character Assessments “to

underpin and act as key components of criteria based

policies”

1.16 Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council published their

Local Development Scheme in September 2004, setting

out the three year programme needed to establish the

Local Development Framework (LDF). The key objective

of the LDF is to strike a balance between emerging

development requirements and the need to protect the

environment and character of the Borough. A Landscape

Character Assessment was identified as a component of

the essential evidence base.

OBJECTIVES OFASSESSMENT

METHODOLOGY

1.17 The aims of this assessment are to provide a thoroughly

researched landscape study as the basis for:

1.18 Guidelines for carrying out a Landscape Character

Assessment have been clearly outlined by the Countryside

Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage (2002). The Urban

Assessment follows guidance within the 'Landscape

� The identification of distinctive Landscape and

Urban CharacterAreas within the Borough.

P o l i c i e s t h a t w i l l e n c o u r a g e

landscape/townscape character and local

distinctiveness to be embodied within the

sympathetic designs of new development.

�

�

�

�

Criteria led policies which will protect and

enhance the unique locally distinctive

landscape/townscape characteristics of the

Borough,

S t ra teg ies fo r landscape / townscape

improvement and regeneration, positive

biodiversity and environmentally sound land

management.

A sustainable approach to appropriate

development which will be successfully

integrated into the environment.
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consistent landscape character areas. Specific field data

sheets were used to record features along with

photographic records and written descriptions.

1.24 A broad-brush urban character assessment of the larger

settlements was also carried out again using specific field

data sheets.

1.25 Character areas were then classified through the

combination of professional judgement, results of the field

survey work, and the physical mapped data.

1.26 Stakeholder input was encouraged by way of a consultation

event in order to ensure that local knowledge informed the

study.

1.28 Landscape and Townscape Character Areas were

identified for the whole of the Borough with each area

clearly described and key characteristics identified.

Appropriate management strategies are also

recommended, seeking to retain and enhance local

distinctiveness and positive characteristics.

1.29 The CharacterAssessment will be used as guidance for the

development of criteria based policies within the emerging

Local Development Framework.

1.30 The Assessment has been produced in a form that can be

extended and updated in the future to take account of

potential changes in the Borough. Continuing input from

stakeholder bodies is positively encouraged.

Field Survey Urban Character

Classification, Description and Management

Strategy

Policies and Recommendations

Reporting and Outputs

1.27 Once draft landscape character areas had been defined,

they were subject to further consultation with the local

community through a formal presentation and workshop

event. Those that were unable to attend were given the

opportunity to comment by post.

Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland'

and the 'Urban Design Compendium' suggested character

appraisal inventory for urban areas. The basic work stages

are as follows:

1.19 Relevant background data was received and reviewed and a

preliminary site reconnaissance carried out to allow

familiarisation of the study area. A full consultation exercise

with relevant environmental organisations and bodies was

completed to ensure up to date designations and site-based

information was used.

1.20 Available published literature and mapping relevant to the

Borough was collated, reviewed and analysed including

Borough Council information and plans, historic maps,

definitive footpaths, heritage information (SMR), ecological

sites and data and regional landscape appraisals. Aerial

photographs and soil and geology survey data of the

Borough was also analysed.

1.21 The context for the Borough wide study was defined through

a desk based study of broader landscape character

information including, importantly, the “Landscape Character

Map of England” (CountrysideAgency) and other county and

regional based reports.

1.22 The information was then combined through initial mapping

and layering of various elements within the landscape to

provisionally identify areas of similar or common character.

Features such as land uses, field size and regularity,

settlement form and scale, woodland cover, road network

and topography were studied to identify corresponding

patterns. Areas of uncertainty were highlighted as a focus for

field study.

Inception and Data Review

Desk Study and Initial Mapping

Field Survey Landscape Character

1.23 A comprehensive field survey was carried out based on the

initial character area mapping from the desk study to identify
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Figure 1.2 Countryside Agency Landscape Character Map of England,

character areas relevant to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough.

M
6
9

M1

A5

94 - Leicester Vales

73 - Charnwood

71- Leicestershire
& South
Derbyshire
Coalfield72 - Mease/Sence

Lowlands
Market

Bosworth

Hinckley

Landscape Character Map of England. The technique of

landscape assessment was developed in 1993 by the then

Countryside Commission along with other interested

bodies (

). National character areas

were defined with key characteristics identified together

with explanations of how the character had arisen and how

it may change in the future.

1.34 The Borough of Hinckley & Bosworth is located within the

East Midlands region (

) and covers four different character areas. These are

described as follows:

1.35 A gently undulating landscape with features of former

mining including tips, clay pits and sprawling mining

settlements. Mixed arable and pasture with small fields

and low dense hedgerows with few hedgerow trees.

1.36 A gently rolling landform with flat areas along river valleys

and open areas of arable cultivation. Rectilinear hedge

patterns with limited tree cover in copses, spinneys and

intermittent hedgerow trees. Scattered parkland with large

mansions and small red-brick village settlements often on

hilltops.

1.37 A unique landscape with upland qualities including

outcrops within bracken and heathland containing

reservoirs and pools. Rectilinear pasture fields bounded

by dry stone walls and hedges with frequent woodlands

and historic parks with mansions. Mix of large settlements

and few attractive villages and scattered farmsteads

dominated by dark local stone.

1.38 A diverse landscape of gentle clay ridges and valleys with

little woodland and distinctive river valleys and flat

floodplains. Leicester dominates the landscape but

Landscape Assessment Guidance, Countryside

Commission, 1993, CCP 423

Countryside Character volume 4.

1999

71 Leicestershire & South Derbyshire Coalfield

72 Mease/Sence Lowlands

73 Charnwood

94 Leicester Vales

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT

THE COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY CHARACTER MAP OF

ENGLAND

1.31 The Borough of Hinckley and Bosworth is predominantly

rural with areas of extensive open farmland supporting a

scatter of small towns and villages. Hinckley is the largest

urban area, situated to the southeast adjacent to the M69.

The A5 partly forms the Borough boundary to the south and

the Ashby Canal passes through the Borough in the north,

heading south until it joins the Coventry Canal below

Nuneaton.

1.32 A number of studies relating to landscape character have

been carried out in and around the Hinckley area and these

provide a context for this assessment. These include nation-

wide assessments such as the Countryside Agency

Character Map of England and English Nature's Natural

Areas, as well as more local studies such as the National

Forest Strategy and the Leicester, Leicestershire and

Rutland Landscape and Woodland Strategy, carried out by

the County Council.

1.33 The Countryside Agency is concerned with the whole of

England's countryside and consequently produced the
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1.40 Again, Hinckley & Bosworth Borough covers four different

character areas which are not too dissimilar to the

CountrysideAgency areas. These are defined as follows:

1.41 A gentle undulating landform mostly within the National

Forest showing effects of past and present coal and clay

working. Landuse is mainly mixed farmland with generally

low woodland cover and former mining towns and villages

form a relatively dense settlement pattern.

The Coalfield

frequent small towns and large villages are also found, often

characterised by red brick buildings with attractive stone

buildings in older village centres and eastern towns and

villages. Parks and country houses are also prominent.

1.39 At a more local level, Leicestershire County Council have

produced the Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland Landscape

and Woodland Strategy 2001 which identifies eighteen

different character areas and provides guidelines for

conserving and enhancing the landscapes.

THE LEICESTER, LEICESTERSHIRE & RUTLAND

LANDSCAPE AND WOODLAND STRATEGY

Mease/Sence Lowlands

Charnwood Forest

Upper Soar

1.42 An undulating landscape of mixed arable and pasture with

frequent small valleys and many sites of ecological value.

The area has a generally well-treed appearance with

frequent hedgerow trees being mainly mature oaks,

although little actual woodland. Willows are often

associated with streams and field ponds.

1.43 An upland landscape with rocky outcrops and fast-flowing

streams which forms part of the National Forest and has

many sites of ecological value. The area has a distinctive

mixture of woodland, farmland, heathland and parkland

with a high proportion of woodland cover and buildings and

walls in local stone.

1.44 An open rolling landscape with distinct high level ridges

which forms an elongated basin. The area has urban

influences from larger settlements and Leicester, and large

villages with evidence of industrial past. Landuse is mixed

agriculture with arable emphasis to the west and pasture to

the east and there is little woodland. Local rock outcrops

and former quarries are fairly common and the River Soar

corridor forms a significant feature through the built up

area.

1.45 Part of the Borough of Hinckley & Bosworth is within the

National Forest, an area which covers 200 square miles

across Staffordshire, Derbyshire and Leicestershire. The

National Forest was first developed by the then

Countryside Commission in 1987 with the aim of creating a

new forested landscape for the nation, increasing the tree

cover from the original 6% to ultimately covering a third of

the landscape. The National Forest Strategy was first

published in 1994 and has since been revised in 2004.

1.46 The Strategy also has defined Landscape Character Areas

which cover the northeast part of Hinckley & Bosworth

THE NATIONAL FOREST STRATEGY
Figure 1.3 Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland Woodland Strategy

Character Areas which cover Hinckley & Bosworth Borough

M
6
9

M1

A5

Charnwood
Forest
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Borough. The areas relevant to this study are as follows:

1.47 A predominantly rural, open character area with sparse

woodland and mixed farmland and few urban intrusions.

Fields are medium to large in size and defined by hedgerows

with scattered hedgerow trees, or stone field walls (in

Charnwood).

1.48 More traditional small fields with thick hedges exist around

villages. Trees around watercourses and small estate

woodlands create a well wooded appearance in places.

1.49 A fragmented character with a mix of settlements including

red brick mining villages, opencast mineral workings, new

built development and extensive areas of reclaimed land.

Open, gently rolling farmland, consists of well cropped

medium to large fields with declining hedgerows and mature

hedgerow trees. New woodland planting helps to integrate

new built development and mineral workings and views are

long.

1.50 Large settlements and occasional mineral workings are

dominant with major roads and railways. Farmland with poor

quality hedgerows and hedgerow trees is sandwiched

between urban and industrial areas with remnant pastures

around some settlements. Urban trees, open spaces and

new woodland planting contribute to the landscape setting of

urban areas and activities such as horse grazing and

allotments increase the fragmented appearance.

1.51 A distinctive diverse landscape with hills, stream valleys and

distinctive craggy granite rock outcrops in Charnwood. A

strongly wooded character with woodlands a feature on

hilltops, steep valley slopes and along stream corridors.

Farmland is a mixture of arable and pasture with medium

Enclosed Farmlands

Coalfield Village Farmlands

Urban/Urban Fringe

Woodland Parklands

Charley, Thornton

Stanton under Bardon,

Ellistown

Markfield, Groby

Newtown Linford

sized fields bounded by hedgerows with hedgerow trees

and stone field walls (in Charnwood). Remnant semi-

natural vegetation is a distinctive feature and settlements

include scattered farmsteads, country houses, hamlets

and small villages, with many vernacular buildings.

M1

Markfield

Charley

Stanton under
Bardon

Ellistown

Newtown Linford

Groby

Thornton

Figure 1.4 National Forest Character Areas which cover part of Hinckley &

Bosworth Borough
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2PHYSICAL INFLUENCES

2.1 This section addresses the underlying physical

factors which fundamentally affect the landscape,

such as geology, landform and hydrology. Climate

change and biodiversity are also considered.

2.2 The geology of the Borough is varied and this is reflected

in the drainage pattern and topography which contrasts

between the flatter, lower ground to the west and the

higher, undulating landform to the northeast. The

geology of the area consists of predominantly Mercia

Mudstone with alluvium relating to river valleys and other

occasional areas of sandstone and coal measures.

2.3 The coalfield extends into the Borough from the

northwest. The southern part of the carboniferous coal

measures are predominantly concealed beneath the

Mercia Mudstone with pockets of sandstone overlaid by

glacial till. The concealed coal measures contain

deposits of clay which are used in the production of bricks

and tiles. The boundary of the coalfield is defined by the

Thringstone Fault which separates the Lower

Carboniferous strata from the Precambrian rocks of

Charnwood to the northeast. These Precambrian rocks

have been folded to form areas of outcrops interrupted by

faulting and partially obscured by the Mercia Mudstone.

The rocks consist of a complex mix of slates, sandstones

and breccias with plutonic igneous rocks in the south.

The folded landform has created ridges of thin infertile

soils supporting heathland over Precambrian Ordovician

with valleys containing the more fertile soils over the

Mercia Mudstone. The folds run northwest to southeast

and the drainage therefore also follows this pattern.

2.4 In contrast to the Charnwood area, the landform to the

west is lower lying with less undulations, and also

dominated by Triassic Mercia Mudstone overlaid by

glacial till. The area changes with outcrops of Triassic

Sandstone extending to the south and west which

GEOLOGY

underlies well drained sandy soils. The coalfield drains west

through this area via theAnker, Sence and Mease rivers which

lead to the rivers Tame and Soar. Small streams also drain

northwest to the Trent.

2.5 The Mercia Mudstone also extends towards the southeast

with Lower Lias gradually thinning towards the west, allowing

the Upper Lias to be exposed at Market Bosworth. This area

contains part of the River Soar Valley and therefore includes

areas of gravel, alluvial and head deposits.

2.8 There is a marked contrast in topography across the Borough

from the steep, high ground of the Charnwood Forest in the

northeast, to the flat lowlands of the Sence Valley in the

southwest.

2.9 The landform around the northeast of the Borough is more

upland in nature with fairly steep slopes and high points

reaching over 230m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) around

Copt Oak and Rise Rocks Farm to the north of M1 Junction 22.

The landform then generally falls further to the south with fairly

steep valleys around the River Soar tributaries. The central

part of the Borough consists of undulating land with heights

2.6 The soils throughout the Borough are varied but with large

areas of permeable, reddish, fine loamy over clayey soils in

the form of a broad strip through the centre of the area,

running north to south. These mix with finer, silty soils to the

east. These fine soils are also found predominantly in the

west, but with areas of alluvial stone-less soils associated with

watercourses.

2.7 There is an area of deep coarse loamy soil in the central

eastern part of the Borough on south facing slopes, and in the

southwest, an area of calcareous clayey soils around Higham

on the Hill. Small pockets of deep, well drained coarse, loamy

soils over gravel can be found to the southeast around Earl

Shilton, and in the west by Wellborough and Twycross.

SOILS

LANDFORM & HYDROLOGY

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
C H A R A C T E R A S S E S S M E N T
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Figure 2.1 Topography Plan of the Borough.

Bagworth
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2

Figure 2.2 Hydrology Plan of the Borough showing river catchments

and location of field ponds and other water bodies.
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Sketchley Brook
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varying from 140m AOD to 80m AOD across even slopes.

There is a further high point to the west around Twycross

where the land reaches 130m AOD, but generally the

landform is fairly flat with gentle slopes and heights

varying from 60m AOD to 110m AOD. This flatter

topography surrounds the River Sence tributaries.

2.10 The River Sence flows southwest out of the Borough with

the network of tributaries flowing through low land creating

a generally wide river valley landscape of predominantly

flat land to the west. The River Mease also has a marginal

influence on the area as tributaries flow from an area of

higher ground in the west around Twycross, flowing north

through lower flat ground. In contrast, in the northeast

from Thornton and near Groby, tributaries of the River

Soar flow through steeper valleys before again reaching

flatter land towards the edge of the Borough boundary

towards Leicester.

CLIMATE

2.11 The climate in the UK appears to be going through a period

of change. Generally the changes are indicated by an

average increase in annual temperatures and a change in

the pattern of rainfall.

2.12 A change in climate will ultimately have an indirect effect

on the landscape. Within Leicestershire, the key sectors

which are sensitive to climate change in relation to the

landscape and its character include water resources,

agriculture and horticulture, biodiversity, leisure and

tourism, cultural heritage and forestry.

2.13 It is extremely difficult to predict how these sectors may

respond to a gradual evolution in climatic factors.

2.14 A new countywide environment partnership was formed in

January 2003 as a forum for the protection and

enhancement of the environment. Environmental Action

for a Better Leicestershire (ENABLE) now consists of

almost 150 members and a steering group has produced a

report for the County Council which looks at the broad

issues of climate change in the county and also presents a

mitigation and adaptation strategy.

2.15 The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) has collected

data which provides an estimate of the potential changes in

climate variables based on four different emission scenarios.

The data suggests that the following adverse effects could

occur:

2.16 The UKCIP study shows that the following changes are

predicted for Leicestershire:

A risk of less water available for domestic,

industrial and agricultural purposes, this could

effect Leicestershire more than other places as the

county has a greater reliance on river catchment

as the source of the water;

A risk of more extensive and frequent flooding;

and

A risk of increased temperatures, with a greater

number of 'hot periods', such as the summer of

2003. (ENABLE climate Change Strategy Dec 2005)

verage annual temperature will increase by 0.5 -

1.0 C

Annual average rainfall shows little change

although distribution and intensity will change

with increases in winter rainfall and decreases in

summer rainfall and an increase in 'deep

depressions' which cause stormy weather.

Other alterations including: decreases in summer

soil moisture content; increase in overall weather

variability between years; decrease in cloud cover

of up to 15% in summer; reduction in summer

relative humidity; increase of up to 10% in winter

daily wind speed; and a 60-90% decrease in

snowfall.

o

2.17 Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council have developed an

Energy Policy which highlights the need for the reduction of

carbon dioxide emissions within the Borough in order to

reduce local impacts of Climate Change. The council has

also recently signed up to the Nottingham Declaration on

Climate Change. This is a nationwide scheme which requires

local authorities to work alongside the community to develop

an action plan to deal with climate change issues at a local

level. Through signing the declaration, the Borough Council

has pledged to improve environmental sustainability within

�

�

�

�

�

�

A

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
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the Borough by cutting carbon emissions and to work with

local strategic partnerships to develop an energy strategy.

2.18 Biodiversity is the variety of life, encompassing the range

of species and the habitats in which they occur.

Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) are the UK's response to

the 'Earth Summit' which took place in Rio de Janeiro in

1992 where the Convention on Biological Diversity was

signed by the UK. They highlight priority habitats and

species and outline targets and methods for their

conservation.

2.19 Recent studies have shown that Leicestershire is one of

the poorest counties for biodiversity within the UK. It is

intended that the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland

BAP will not only aid in the protection of existing important

species and habitats, but could also lead to the restoration

of wildlife to many areas. Within the BAP, 20 habitats and

25 species have been identified as requiring Action Plans

to be written. The BAP habitats and species which are

found within the Borough of Hinckley & Bosworth include

the following:

1. Fast Flowing Streams -

2. Field Margins -

3. Field Ponds -

4. Floodplain Wetland -

5. Hedgerows -

BIODIVERSITY

Habitats

found in areas of the

Charnwood Forest with hard rock and relatively poor

nutrients as well as lowland areas rich in nutrients.

Found throughout the whole Borough

but of variable importance to wildlife as a result of

intensive crop management. A current BAP objective

aims to establish their location and quality.

Scattered across the Borough with

clusters in the northeast and across the southwest.

Historically in decline across

Leicestershire county. A BAP objective aims to

identify the current extent and management state of

this habitat.

found throughout the whole Borough,

but declining

6. Lowland -

7. Mature Trees -

8. Mesotrophic Lakes -

9. Roadside Verge -

10. Rocks and Built Structures -

11. Sessile Oakwood -

2.20 The following species are included within the BAP and have

their own Species Action Plans. These are likely to be found

at various locations within the Borough.

1. Otter

2. Dormouse

3. Water Vole

4. Bats

5. Barn Owl

6. Redstart

7. Nightingale

8. Sand Martin

9. Black Hairstreak Butterfly

10. White-clawed Crayfish

11. Black Poplar

12. Violet Helleborine

13. Wood Vetch

14. Purple Small-reed

2.21 Tree type and density of tree cover varies throughout the

Borough from scattered parkland trees to hedgerow trees and

areas of woodland. Woodland cover is mainly concentrated

within the Charnwood area to the northeast of the Borough.

Here there are areas of ancient semi-natural woodland and

also ancient replanted woodland. Smaller pockets of

woodland are scattered around the centre of the Borough with

Wood-pasture and Parkland Habitat

associated with a number of large houses and estates

found throughout the Borough.

often associated with deer parks.

Thornton Reservoir is highlighted.

found throughout the Borough,

natural rock outcrops can be

found in Charnwood.

examples found within Charnwood

Forest.

Species

VEGETATION/WOODLAND COVER

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
C H A R A C T E R A S S E S S M E N T
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Figure 2.3 Indicative Forestry Strategy taken from The National Forest Strategy 2004 - 2014

*Where new planting may be limited, but not
excluded by:- river floodplains; archaelogical
sites; historic parklands; areas of ecological
value and geological interest. Based on DOE Circular 29/92. Indicative Forest Strategies.

a concentration of larger woodland, mature scattered

parkland trees, and tree avenues associated with Market

Bosworth and the Bosworth Battlefield site.

2.22 Significant blocks of woodland can also be found towards

the west of the Borough. These tend to be associated with

the Gopsall estate and are located around Gopsall and

Twycross. Areas of replanted ancient woodland are found

in this area as well as in the south, to the east of Hinckley

and Burbage around Burbage Common.

2.23 Hedgerows are the most common form of field boundary

throughout the Borough. Generally they consist of native

mixed species but there are areas, such as around

Desford, where hedgerows consist of hawthorn only. In

the area around Market Bosworth and Gopsall, fencing is

used as a field boundary with some barbed wire or estate

fencing, and in the northwest of the Borough, around

Twycross, hedgerows have been removed altogether and

ditches act as field boundaries. This is also true around Kirby

Mallory where hedgerows have been removed along

roadsides.

2.24 Hedgerow trees are a common feature around the Borough

and again, the pattern of these varies. In some areas trees

are scattered, such as around Desford and Hinckley, and in

other areas trees tend to be clumped together, giving an

overall well treed appearance and providing areas of

enclosure with limited views. This is especially true in the

central northern area of the Borough around Barton-in-the-

Beans.

2.25 Woodland cover is likely to change further as the National

Forest develops and increases in size. There are a number of

existing new plantations which will continue to mature,

increasing the impact on the landscape. Further new
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National Forest boundary as indicated within the National

Forest Strategy 2004 - 2014.

2.26 Leicestershire County Council recently initiated a

Community Forest Feasibility Study for the urban fringe of

Leicester. The proposal for a Community Forest was

identified as an objective within the Leicester,

Leicestershire and Rutland Landscape and Woodland

Strategy and the County Council’s partnership

management project ‘Stepping Stones’ is seeking to

ascertain the feasibility of creating the Community Forest

within the parishes around Leicester.

2.27 The aims of the Community Forest are to increase

woodland cover to the 7% national average and to

increase awareness of the importance of woodlands as

part of a multi- functional landscape found within the

Community Forest. It is intended that local communities

will have an active involvement with the project and that

the local economy will also be stimulated through support

of the areas woodland and timber industry. Also,

biodiversity within the area should be increased in line

with the Leicester, Leciestershire and Rutland

BiodiversityAction Plan.

2.28 Biodiversity and the landscape pattern are inextricably

linked. The recent trend in European Agricultural Policy

(marking a shift away from maximising subsidised food

production towards Environmental Stewardship) should

have longer term benefits for landscape character and

biodiversity. It should arrest the historic erosion of the

vegetation framework which was experienced in the latter

half of the 20th century (particularly evident in the west of

the Borough). Existing features will be stabilised and

gradually enhanced through enhanced environmental

management practices, such as protected headlands

alongside hedgerows.
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3HUMAN INFLUENCES

3.1 This section addresses the effects man has had on the

underlying landscape. It investigates the subdivision

between rural and urban characteristics, the

infrastructure of roads, canals and settlements, and the

historic evolution of the landscape.

LAND USE, LAND COVER & BOUNDARIES

3.2 The Borough of Hinckley & Bosworth is predominantly rural

in character. Larger built-up settlements tend to be located

towards the east, and the remainder of the Borough is

largely open farmland and related land uses associated with

rural areas.

3.3 The most common land use is arable agriculture with some

pasture, although areas of pure arable can be found on the

higher ground around Norton-Juxta-Twycross in the west.

Pasture is also associated with parkland, such as at Gopsall

and around Market Bosworth, and some set-aside currently

exists in central northern areas together with reclaimed

mineral workings and new plantations.

3.4 Field patterns vary throughout the Borough and are related

to the prevailing agricultural land uses. Arable fields tend to

be larger than those used for pasture and there is a

concentration of smaller field patterns located around

settlements. Fields are predominantly bounded by mixed or

single species hedges with hedgerow trees although some

fencing is used, primarily within the parkland areas, where

estate fencing is popular. In some areas, hedges have been

removed and ditches form the field boundaries along roads.

3.5 Land uses associated with recreation are fairly common,

with publically accessible woodlands found in the east and

central areas, and common land concentrated near

Burbage. The Ashby Canal provides a linear recreation

feature which runs through the Borough and Mallory Park

Motor Circuit at Kirby Mallory provides a significant visitor

attraction.

3.6 Industrial land uses are predominantly located adjacent to

urban areas, for example around the south and west side of

Hinckley. Rural Employment developments include the MIRA

vehicle proving ground at Higham on the Hill, and Caterpillar

(UK) Ltd which occupies a significant site near Desford.

Quarrying is still carried out in the northwest, such as at Cliffe

Hill, near Markfield.

3.7 The settlement pattern within Hinckley and Bosworth

Borough is varied. Larger settlements tend to cluster towards

the southeast, with smaller, scattered villages lying to the

west. Hinckley and the villages of Burbage, Earl Shilton and

Barwell collectively form a relatively large urban

concentration towards the south of the Borough, located

close to major transport routes such as the M69 and the A5.

These settlements grew up around the boot and shoe trade

with Hinckley a centre for the hosiery and knitwear industry.

3.8 Leicester City is located east of the Borough, with good road

connections to the M1, M69 andA46 andA50. The villages of

Groby, Ratby and Markfield have consequently expanded in

the northeast of the Borough, lying close to Leicester. These

villages were historically agricultural settlements which

progressed from the knitting trade to quarrying and mining.

Further west are slightly smaller villages which are also

associated with the local historic industry of the Borough.

Newbold Verdon and Desford are the largest settlements in

this central area and these grew up around the local knitting

industry before expanding further with the development of the

coal industry.

3.9 Market Bosworth is a strongly rural market town uniquely

associated with the Battle of Bosworth which took place

nearby. Despite being a centre for the early hosiery industry,

it was not significantly affected by the later industrial

revolution. It retains it’s historic character which is reinforced

by Bosworth Hall and it’s parkland setting located on the east

side of the town.

3.10 Surrounding smaller villages such as Thornton, Bagworth and

Nailstone have connections to mining and quarrying,

producing a distinctive local townscape character.

BUILDINGS & SETTLEMENTS

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
C H A R A C T E R A S S E S S M E N T
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Figure 3.1 Aerial Photograph of the Borough.
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Recently refurbished cottages in Markfield using local granite.

A mix of red brick and stone used in
walling in Ratby

Cottages in Groby constructed from a
mix of red brick and stone.

Market Bosworth
A linear settlement which has
developed along Station Road.

Kirby Mallory
A cluster settlement which has
developed around cross roads
in the village.

Newbold Verdon
Was originally a linear settlement which
developed along Main Street. Later
development has caused more of a
cluster settlement which has spread to
Barlestone Road.

3.11 The settlement pattern in the remaining western part of the

Borough is one of smaller communities and villages -

which are more sparsely distributed with scattered farms.

These villages have historic connections primarily with

agriculture and are also associated with local historic

estates such as Gopsall Park, although a number of large

houses are located throughout the Borough, including

Odstone Hall, Bosworth Hall and Osbaston Hall.

3.12 As well as the general distribution of settlements

throughout the Borough, there are also varying patterns in the

way in which communities have developed. Some are

clustered around crossroads, whereas others are linear,

developing along roads. In some cases, the original form of

the settlement has been lost due to recent development but

the historic pattern is still evident in places such as Bagworth,

Thornton and Market Bosworth.

3.13 The style of buildings is related to the age of the settlement

and its local context. There are general trends for materials

and features which are common throughout the Borough, but

some features are locally distinctive.

3.14 Many of the buildings across the Borough are constructed

from red brick although in the northeast, within the area

associated with quarrying, local stone is used as a feature.

This can be seen in and around Markfield, Ratby and Groby

where buildings are wholly or partly constructed from granite.

Eyebrow windows on buildings near Twycross
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Figure 3.2 Pattern of s across the Borough.ettlements
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3.20 The Ashby Canal provides a historical route through the

Borough. The 22 mile canal begins at Marston Junction near

Coventry and heads north passing through Hinckley and past

Market Bosworth but never actually reaches Ashby. The

canal passes through a predominantly flat rural landscape

and therefore does not require locks. It provides a route for

boaters, cyclists and pedestrians and links to a number of

attractions within the area, including the National Forest

Discovery Centre - ‘Conkers’

3.21 Throughout the Borough there is evidence of Neolithic,

Bronze Age and Roman occupation. At Barwell, relics from

Neolithic, Bronze Age and Roman settlements were found

especially around the site of St Mary’s Church. Roman

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE EVOLUTION

3
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3.15 Windows throughout the Borough are of a local vernacular

with many buildings having arched window frames. Other

features relate specifically to history and local industry.

Knitters required light to work, and consequently windows

in knitters workshops tended to be larger than average.

Examples of this can be found in Ratby, Barwell and Earl

Shilton. A lord of the Gopsall Estate had a liking for the

eyebrow windows and many buildings within the estate

include this detail.

3.16 The integration of settlements into their surroundings and

the subsequent treatment of this ‘Urban Fringe’, varies

greatly within the borough. Issues tend to be fairly specific

to each settlement and this is therefore discussed in more

detail within Chapter 6.

3.17 The infrastructure of Hinckley & Bosworth Borough has no

doubt had a great impact on the form and locations of

settlements within the Borough. Major transport routes

pass through the Borough including road, rail and canal,

which all provide good connections further afield.

Generally there is a trend for routes to pass north-south

through the Borough, with a particular concentration to the

east.

3.18 The M1 heads north through the northeast part of the

Borough and this connects to the M69 at Leicester which

then runs south and passes close to Hinckley and Burbage.

The Roman Road of Watling Street, the A5, forms the

southern boundary of the Borough and links the area with

towns such as Tamworth and Daventry before heading to

Milton Keynes in the south. ‘A’ roads provide links into

Leicester and Nuneaton, via the A47, whilst the A444 and

A447 both provide a link to northern areas and the M/A42

which passes to the west of the Borough. Settlements are

linked by minor roads and lanes and there is a pattern

across the Borough with a more complex network of routes

towards the major settlements to the east and fewer roads

INFRASTRUCTURE

located in the west where settlements are smaller and more

dispersed.

3.19 There are three railway lines that pass through the Borough.

The Nuneaton to Leicester line passes through Hinckley

itself and the Leicester to Coalville line passes through to

the east but has no station stops within the Borough. The

Battlefield Line is run as a tourist attraction and runs steam

trains from near Shakerstone in the north, past Market

Bosworth, to terminate at Shenton Station, near Bosworth

Battlefield.

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
C H A R A C T E R A S S E S S M E N T

Ashby Canal a popular recreational asset to the Borough.
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remains were also found at Desford and Watling Street now

forms the A5 which borders the Borough to the south.

Around Charnwood, the local stone was used for Neolithic

hand axes. Evidence of Anglo-Saxon settlements comes

from names which end in ‘ton’ or ‘worth’ such as Osbaston

and Bagworth.

3.22 During Norman and Medieval periods it would appear that a

number of significant buildings were constructed including a

Norman castle in Hinckley which extended the existing

market, and a priory which was on the site of the current St

Mary’s Church. Newbold Verdon’s St James’ Church is

Norman and St Martin’s Church in Desford dates back to the

13th century and has a Norman font. In Ratby, the parish

Church of St Phillip and St James has a Norman tower,

although the main body of the church is 14th century.

3.23 Anumber of places have Scandinavian connections which is

evident from their names. For example, Ratby and Groby

are likely to be Danish agricultural settlements as they

tended to be sited on hilltops and included ‘by’ in their

names. Cadby is probably a Danish settlement whose name

meant ‘Cadders Town’.

3.24 When the Domesday Book was assembled in 1086, the area

was fairly thinly populated. To the west, scattered villages

were located on higher ground overlooking open fields and

nucleated villages surrounded by open land existed in the

east. It is likely that Charnwood would have been used for

grazing and woodland, although some areas would have

been cleared to form heathland.

3.25 Hinckley was a small market town which became a home for

wool based knitting industries; with timber framed buildings

and passages between yards and the street. Many other

settlements were mentioned, notably Newbold Verdon

which included a reference to a Saxon named Huard who

held land relating to Hugo de Grentemaisnel, the Earl of

Leicester. At this time, the settlement was called Newbold

which meant ‘New Building’ and the name Verdon was not

added until the 13th century as a result of the Verdun family

who settled from France. Cadeby is also mentioned in

connection to Hugh de Grentamaisnel, as one of a number

manors in his ownership. Later the village passed through a

number of different ownerships including Henry VIII and also

formed part of the Dixie Estate. Shakerstone is referred to as

Sacrestone which meant ‘Town of Robbers’ and this village

had a 12th century castle which survives as a Scheduled

Ancient Monument. Barwell went by the name of Berryall and

Desford is mentioned as Deresford or Diresford although the

name is even older, originating from the Anglo-Saxon name

Dero’s Ford or Deer’s ford. The manor of Desford also

belonged to many Earls of Leicester and was important as it

had associations with the royal hunting forest, Leicester

Forest, within which people had important rights of common.

Other areas of open common land existed and a medieval

park was sited at Bagworth. Deer parks such as those

located at Groby were enlarged and much of the associated

land was open and used for grazing.

3.26 Market Bosworth received its market charter in 1285 and a

weekly cattle market was held in the town centre. The town is

most famous for its associations with the Battle of Bosworth,

which took place on 22 August 1485, when Richard III was

killed during battle with Henry Tudor. The original Bosworth

Hall was also built at this time on the edge of the town in

approximately 1293, and was owned by the Stoke family.

3.27 The character of the landscape in the north was to change

substantially as a result of the Enclosures. Areas which had

previously had open farmed field strips were now bounded by

hedgerows. At this time the mining industry arrived in the

northern parts of the Borough with active mining occuring at

Newbold by 1520. In the 16th century land was also bought

up to form large estates which developed into the landscape

parks and country houses which formed a significant feature

in the landscape. These estates include Bosworth Hall and

the Gopsall Estate.

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
C H A R A C T E R A S S E S S M E N T
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3.28 By the 17th century the hosiery industry was established

with the invention of the stocking frame and places such as

Hinckley became home to knitters who mainly worked from

their backyards. Jitties, passages and courtyards still found

within the town date back to this era.

3.29 At Newbold Verdon the Hall or Manor House was built by

Nathaniel, Lord Crewe, Bishop of Durham, with its 28 ft wide

moat on three sides, which is still visible. He also built the

first school in the area.

3.30 Osbaston Hall was also built at this time, set within 75 acres,

although it was substantialy rebuilt in the 18th century when

a stable block was also added.

3.31 Other places, including Desford, remained predominately

agriculturally based, with open field strips still being farmed

and large areas used for pasture. The hosiery trade took a

while to reach some places and villages such as Ratby and

Desford were not working in the trade until towards the end

of the 18th century. The specialised buildings required can

still be found on Stamford Street and Chapel Lane.

3.32 It was not until the 18th century that land in the west and east

of the Borough was finally enclosed. The rectilinear field

pattern formed in the west is still visible today.

3.33 In the east, quarrying began extensively around Charnwood

where the stone was extracted and used to produce setts.

Slate quarrying was common for a while although this soon

declined due to competition from Wales. Large houses with

landscape parks were built into the south and east and

some of the local villages were rebuilt using the local stone.

3.34 Another major feature of this time was the construction of

theAshby Canal. Originally, the 1781 canal proposals were

for a complex scheme which would run from the River Trent

at Burton to Marston Junction at Bedworth. This was

eventually greatly simplified after early disagreements, and

a design was finally agreed which consisted of a 30mile

canal from Marston Junction to Ashby de la Zouch.

Construction began on the canal in 1794 and after a

succession of engineers including Robert Whitworth and his

son, Thomas Newbold and William Crossley, the canal finally

reached Market Bosworth in 1798.

3.35 During the 19th century the knitwear industry established

specialist factories in Hinckley, and factory owners

contributed to public buildings including the library on Station

Road and the bank. Together with the growing boot and shoe

industry this led to the expansion of the town, with many new

red brick factories being built. The industrial revolution and its

wealth also affected other areas such as Newbold Verdon,

where a parish church, hall, parsonage, school, inns,

windmills, almshouses, smiths & cottages were all built. The

Church of St James was rebuilt and joined by Baptist and

Methodist chapels. Here however, the local framework

knitting industry gradually declined as collieries opened up in

the area, providing better wages.

3.36 Barwell became a focus for the boot and shoe industry, as

manufacturing progressed from ‘basket workers’ to factory

production.

3.37 Coal mining came to other areas including Nailstone and

Desford, whose pit remained open until 1984. The

development of the coal mining industry is partly related to the

arrival of the railway. The third oldest rail line in the country,

which ran from Leicester to Swannington and passed through

Ratby and Desford,. was constructed with Robert

Stephenson as engineer. The line was built to carry coal to

Leicester, and this attracted coal merchants and quarrymen

to the area. The trains also carried passengers until 1964,

and the cottages on Station Road in Desford were built for

middle class commuters traveling to Leicester.

3.38 The railway also had an impact on the Ashby Canal. The full

length of the canal was opened in 1804 and was primarily

used for moving coal, although it suffered initially as the coal

was of poor quality. However, new mines were opened in the

1820s and the canal prospered. The waterway was bought

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
C H A R A C T E R A S S E S S M E N T
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by the Midland Railway company in 1845 with clauses

included which ensured the appropriate maintenance of

the canal.

3.39 The 20th century had a major impact on the landscape and

character of the Borough through the rapid expansion of

settlements and more recently, the addition of major new

infrastructure features such as the M1.

3.40 Hinckley altered greatly with new developments, not

always in sympathy with the existing character, and there

was a major change in the street pattern. Hollycroft Park

opened in 1936 and included typical features such as a

bandstand, pavilion, railings and gates, and formal

planting which still remain.

3.41 The Ashby Canal suffered greatly from mining

subsidence, which ultimately led to the closure and loss of

the top third. A new section was built in 1919 from Moira,

but complex issues between the rail company and the

Coventry Canal company meant that maintenance

ceased and the top section from Moira to Donisthorpe was

soon abandoned.

3.42 There are now plans to restore and re-open the canal to

Measham where a new wharf will be created.

3.43 Outside Desford a private aerodrome (which was later

used as an RAF training centre during the war) became

the large Caterpillar manufacturing site, now a major

employment focus for the area. The site has been

successfully designed to minimise impact on the broader

countryside.

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
C H A R A C T E R A S S E S S M E N T
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4LANDSCAPE AND ECOLOGICAL DESIGNATIONS

4.4 Within Hinckley & Bosworth there are seven designated

SSSIs, the largest of which is theAshby Canal, which is also a

designated ConservationArea. The seven SSSIs :

Sheepy Fields, Sheepy Parva;

Ashby Canal;

Kendalls Meadow, Daddington;

Burbage Wood;

Cliffe Hill Quarry;

Botcheston Bog;

Groby Pool.

4.5 Sites of County and Local Nature Conservation Significance

have also been designated by the Borough Council in order to

protect areas which have important flora and fauna or

geological features, as well as those which are important for

natural history or scientific interest at a county or district level.

Sites of semi-natural woodland are also protected.

4.6 Where planning permission is permitted on such sites,

conditions will be used to minimise disturbance and conserve

the important features. In exceptional cases, new

replacement ecological sites will have to be provided. The

principle sites include:

Ancient semi-natural woodland at Markfield

Gospall Wood

Bosworth Battlefield Site

Stoke Golding Heritage Group

Burbage Common and Burbage Wood

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

S I T E S O F C O U N T Y A N D L O C A L N AT U R E

CONSERVATION SIGNIFICANCE

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
C H A R A C T E R A S S E S S M E N T

33

4.1 Within the Borough strategic landscape and ecological

features already receive protection by way of a number

of different planning designations.

GREEN WEDGES

4.2 The Green Wedge designation originates at County Structure

Plan Level and is applied to areas of strategic open land

within the Borough which provide physical separation

between built up areas and therefore protect the individual

identities of these communities. These areas are

safeguarded against development, and initiatives which aim

to maintain and improve their open character are encouraged

by the Borough Council. Green Wedges are located at the

following locations :

Between Groby, Martinshaw Wood, Ratby and the

Borough Boundary

B

�

�

�

�

Between Groby andAnstey.

etween Hinckley/Burbage and Barwell/Earl Shilton,

Between Ratby and Kirby Muxloe,

4.3 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI’s) are designated by

English Nature under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,

in order to protect important wildlife and geological sites. The

Countryside Rights of Way Act 2000 gives English Nature

powers to improve protection of SSSIs. The SSSI

designation protects areas against potentially damaging

activities which may affect the feature of interest and

permission must be obtained from English Nature before

certain listed operations can be carried out by the land owner.

SSSIs are also protected by the Borough Council as planning

permission which could potentially damage the SSSI will not

normally be permitted. In exceptional circumstances, where

permission is granted, strict conditions will be applied in order

to minimise damage and compensate for any likely adverse

effects.

SITES OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST
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Figure 4.1 Location of Landscape Designations and Public Access

Routes Within the Borough.
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- Billa Barra Hill

- Alter Stones

- Groby Pool

- Thornton Reservoir

- Royal Tigers and Centenary

Wood

- Bagworth Heath Woods

- Ratby Burroughts, Peartree

and Martinshaw Woods

- Market Bosworth Park

- Bosworth Battlefield Visitor

Centre & Country Park

- Burbage Common & Woods
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5.1 Section 5 describes the ten Landscape Character Areas

which have been identified by the assessment process

and the subsequent consultation exercise. In each case

the key characteristics which contribute to the

Character Area’s local distinctiveness and sense of

place are set out, together with supporting information.

The sensitivity and consequential capacity to

accommodate landscape change are also considered

and strategies for sustainable environmental

management recommended in order to protect and

enhance the character in the future.

5.2 The boundary between one character area and the next is

transitional, and there is rarely a clear cut change.

M
6
9

M1

A50

A46

A447

A47

A444

A5

Figure 5.1 The Ten Landscape Character Areas
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KEY

Charnwood Fringe Character Area

Forest Hills Character Area

Market Bosworth Parkland Character Area

Desford Vales Character Area

Stoke Golding Vales Character Area

Hinckley, Barwell and Burbage Fringe Character

Fen Lanes Character Area

Upper Mease Character Area

Gospall Parkland Character Area

Upper Sence Character Area
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�

�

Distinctive local assets such as Groby Pool and
Billa Barra Hill

Good network of public footpaths.

� Distant wide views to the urban edges of
Leicester and surrounding Charnwood Forest.

Diverse range of habitats due to variable
landuse types.

Strong, long established aesthetic appeal.

�

�

Key Characteristics

�

�

Prominant landform which includes the highest
land in the Borough. Localised steep slopes
around rocky outcrops and quarries.

Large clustered villages with strong suburban
influences.

�

�

�

Diverse landuses which relate to the varied
geology. Dominated by pasture and woodland
with quarries, pools and outcrops.

Woodland cover of varying age from mature
ancient to new National Forest plantations.

Medium to small sized field pattern
interspersed with large areas of woodland
cover.

Landscape Character

5.3 This character area covers land in the far northeastern part of

the Borough. It borders the Forest Hills area to the south

west and includes land either side of the M1 motorway.

5.4 Scale varies across the area, the open dramatic landform

creates contrasting areas of elevated

enclosure, increased by the frequent presence of mature

woodland and trees.

5.5 The area is the most diverse within the Borough with a

significant mix of vegetation types and landuses.

Biodiversity is high with a number of valuable habitat types.

5.6 The landscape pattern is varied and contrasting with differing

field sizes and form broken up by areas of mature woodland

and new plantation. The texture is equally mixed with

contrasting soft arable land closely connected to rough

grassland and quarries.

5.7 Views can be either

panoramic, especially from high vantage

points. Long distance views of Leicester are possible from

the north.

openness and strong

limited by landform and vegetation or

contrastingly

5.8 Public footpaths and bridleways form a comprehensive

network throughout the area, inclucing the Leicestershire

Round and the Ivanhoe Way. The settlements are well

connected by a good road network with links to Leicester

via the M1, A46 and A50. There is substantial traffic

movement through the area, although much of the

countryside remains hidden, feeling remote and quiet.

There are a number of local attractions including Groby

Pool, theAlter Stones and Billa Barra Hill.

character of

providing distinctive character. Former quarry sites can be

quite dramatic, with cliff faces and deep pools.

5.9 There are elements of changing landscape, with some

working quarries, areas of restoration and new planting.

The management and condition is varied. However, the

overall this landscape is strong, distinctive

and of generally high sensitivity, with limited capacity to

accomodate change.

5.10 The landform is the most diverse within the Borough,

5.11 Soils are mostly fine loamy/clayey soils which are slowly

permeable and seasonally waterlogged. Reddish, fine

loamy, slowly permeable, calcareous clayey soils are

Landcover and Landform

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

A particulary distinctive character area, with much popular
appeal. Diverse and sometimes dramatic features result in
high sensitivity

A sometimes dramatic landscape influenced by Charnwood

Forest to the north and views towards the urban area of Leicester

to the east. A strong distinctive character which is generally of

high sensitivity and with limited capacity for change.

Conserve and enhance the historic core of village
settlements.
Conserve and enhance rocky outcrops and areas of semi-
natural vegetation associated with disused quarries as a
defining characteristic of the area.
Preserve all remaining ridge and furrow.
Maintain and enhance amenity features and look for
future opportunities through quarry restoration schemes.
Conserve and enhance the well wooded character of the
landscape.
Identify management opportunities within ancient
woodland areas, such as coppicing and ground flora
diversification, in order to promote natural regeneration
and to diversify age structure, thus ensuring longevity.
Conserve and protect pattern of hedgerow trees.
Encourage new hedgerow tree planting.
Promote the retention and appropriate use of
characteristic building forms.

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Summary
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found on slopes. The underlying geology is predominantly

Triassic Mercia Mudstone with bands of Quaternary boulder

clay and alluvium associated with water courses. Distinct to

this area are pockets of igneous rock which have resulted in

the local granite quarries.

5.12 Landcover consists primarily of open pasture in an irregular

field pattern, deciduous woodland of varying age, and

frequent historic quarries.

5.14The main settlements are the villages of Groby, Ratby and

Markfield, which have recently expanded to accommodate

new development. These villages still exhibit locally

distinctive characteristics, especially as a result of their

‘organic’ settlement cores and the frequent use of local stone

as building material.

Groby

Ratby

Markfield

Stanton under Bardon

5.13The majority of the Borough’s woodlands is found within this

character area with large mature woodlands located around

Ratby and Groby. Fields are also bordered by hedgerows

with numerous mature hedgerow trees which add to the

general perception of significant tree cover.

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

Villages within the CharacterArea

Hinckley

Market Bosworth
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Key Characteristics

�

�

Gently undulating landform with small plateaus
on higher ground. Highest point centred around
Bagworth.

Predominantly rural landscape with arable and
rough set-aside, influenced by industrial / urban
features such as masts, poles and pylons.

Fields enclosed by hedgerows with scattered
trees.

Industrial heritage of quarrying and mining
resulting in areas of restored land and new
woodland within the National Forest.

�

�

� Generally large scale field pattern with groups of

Linear settlements of former mining villages with
sparsely scattered farms on slopes in between.

Good public access and footpath network
throughout, especially within National Forest
area.

Visually open due to immature plantations.
Wide ranging views from higher ground.

smaller fields surrounding settlements.

Thornton reservoir is an attractive focal point.

�

�

�

�

Landscape Character

5.15 The rolling landform covers the coalfield area and stretches

from the Sence Uplands in the west, rising steadily to the

east where it meets the Charnwood Fringe. The northern

part lies within the National Forest boundary.

5.16 This is one of the larger character areas within the Borough,

but field patterns and settlement size combine with the rolling

landform to create an impression of a medium scale. The

openness of the area varies due to the changing topography,

with enclosure in the lower lying areas increased by

vegetation. The area is of limited diversity, consisting mainly

of farmland with some grazing, set aside and areas of new

woodland as a result of National Forest initiatives. There are

limited habitats which restrict overall biodiversity.

5.17 Visibility is varied

Urbanising features such as pylons,

as longer distance panoramas are possible

from the higher levels, but views are restricted on the lower

land to the west due to the interaction of landform and

vegetation. masts and

industrial buildings are occasionally visible.

5.18 Accessibility is good with a comprehensive network of

footpaths and bridleways, including the Leicestershire

Round long distance path. There is also a good road

network which links the settlements. Traffic travels at

speed and the area is busy due to the proximity of large

settlements around Leicester and the major transport

routes. This reduces the tranquillity of the area, especially

when combined with aircraft noise overhead. Bagworth

Heath, Thornton Reservoir and the Tropical Bird Garden

near Desford provide visitor attractions.

he general condition of the landscape.

5.20 The landform undulates gently throughout the area with

steeper slopes to the west, rising progressively towards the

north and east.

5.21 The soils consist of reddish fine loamy or silty soils and

slowly permeable fine loamy/clayey soils which are prone

to seasonal waterlogging. This overlays Triassic Mercia

Mudstone geology with areas of Quaternary sand, gravel

5.19 This area has the feel of an evolving landscape, with

signficant areas of new National Forest woodland. It

appears that better management practices are improving

t The area is

strongly influenced by its industrial past, and as a

changing landscape, it is of lesser sensitivity and therefore

more resilient to change.

Landcover and Landform
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

An area which is more resilient to change due to the
evolving nature of the landscape.

This is a changing landscape of lesser sensitivity due to the large

areas of new woodland planting and extensive restoration

schemes which will have yet to mature. Opportunities exist

within the landscape for continuing improvement to existing

settlements and their settings.

The siting and design of new development should
complement the existing settlement pattern of the Forest
Hills area.

Implement management strategies for new woodland
areas to maximise habitat and amenity value within the
area.

Promote Environmental Stewardship schemes to re-
inforce the green infrastructure of new woodlands and
existing hedgerows.

Investigate the possibility of using National Forest
initiatives within the wider area.

�

�

�

�

Summary
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and boulder clay, with alluvium associated with watercourses

leading from Thornton Reservoir.

5.23 Hedgerows with hedgerow trees define fields and mature

trees can be found in the form of tree belts within remnant

mature hedgerows. Scattered trees can be found in the area

as well as significant areas of new plantation.

5.22 Landcover consists of mainly farmland with a mix of arable

and pasture in irregular fields of large scale with smaller

fields surrounding settlements.

5.24 Settlements exist as villages or scattered farm buildings.

Nailstone and the larger villages of Barlestone and Newbold

Verdon are on the lower land to the west, with the linear

villages of Thornton and Bagworth located on higher ridges in

the east.

Thornton

Merry Lees

Botcheston

Newtown Unthank

Newbold Verdon

Newbold Heath

Barleston

Nailstone

Bagworth

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

Villages within the CharacterArea

Hinckley

Market Bosworth



Key Characteristics

�

�

�

�

Rolling landform with gentle slopes which rise
and fall reaching a high point around the town
of Market Bosworth.

Landuse dominated by parkland, pasture and
scattered trees.

Increased tree cover associated with
settlements.

Field boundaries are predominantly hawthorn
hedges with some post and rail or estate
fencing.

� Scattered agricultural buildings are visible in
wider views. Market Bosworth is mostly
hidden by vegetation.

�

�

�

�

Occasional narrow gated lanes with avenue trees.

Open access within the parkland and country park
supported by a good network of public footpaths.

Area is semi-enclosed by trees and hedgerows
which therefore limit views.

Significant historic features typical of country
estates including estate fencing, avenue trees,
grazed pasture and lanes.

�

�

Bosworth Battlefield has strong heritage
associations.

Market Bosworth provides an important focus
within the area.

5MARKET BOSWORTH P A R KLA N D CHA R A CTE R A R EA C
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Landscape Character

5.25 This area is associated with the town of Market Bosworth in

the heart of the Borough, and is strongly influenced by

Bosworth Hall, the surrounding estate parkland and it’s

distinctive features. It’s northern boundary runs along a

slight valley floor which separates ground rising to the higher

levels of the Upper Sence. To the south, the area covers

former estate land which includes the site of the Battle of

Bosworth visitor attraction and Ambion Wood. The area

encompasses the estate villages of Sutton Cheney and

Cadeby to the east and follows the line of the Ashby Canal to

the west.

5.26 This is a relatively small but varied landscape with the

changing pattern of fields and vegetation providing a range of

scales and openness. Some areas are large and open, whilst

other parts feel more enclosed and of smaller scale due to

mature trees and vegetation found in woodland clumps or as

avenues along roads. The area is quite diverse with a

mixture of vegetation types and landuses including farmland,

estate parkland and Country Park as well as the built up area

of the town. This diversity is reflected in the overall pattern of

the landscape which is also varied, with clumps of woodland

and irregular field sizes. The mix of habitats which results

adds to the biodiversity of the area. Visibility is limited by

mature trees in many areas, although longer views are

possible from occasional high points.

5.27The area is very accessible with a number of public

footpaths focussing on Bosworth Country Park, which

provides public open land. The Leicestershire Round long

distance footpath passes through the Country Park.

Gated lanes run south through Bosworth Park and

elsewhere, attractive minor roads pass through the area.

5.28 The appealing market town of Market Bosworth and it’s

landscape setting combines with the numerous local

assets to provide a popular destination, especially at

weekends and during holidays. However, even during

busy periods the area is predominately tranquil due to its

open countryside setting, and at times it can be very quiet

and peaceful.

5.29 The country park and estate are well managed, as is the

open farmland around Market Bosworth. The area has a

strong, distinctive character which results in generally

high levels of sensitivity, with restricted capacity to absorb

change.

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

A distinctive and attractive landscape with many

important landscape features such as the historic

parkland and ancient battlefield. The historic market

town of Market Bosworth is a key landmark of regional

importance.

A strong, distinctive and diverse character area resulting in

high sensitivity and restricted capacity to absorb change.

Market Bosworth has significant popular appeal.

Preserve the distinctive vernacular style of Market
Bosworth and the associated estate villages.

Protect and enhance the landscape setting of Market
Bosworth, including open land which penetrates the
town.

Identify opportunities for reinforcing historic parkland
tree cover.

Retain features such as estate fencing and open
roadsides.

Strengthen primary hedgelines and field boundaries.

Enhance diversity of parkland meadows through
appropriate management.

Promote stewardship schemes such as the creation of
diverse field margins along woodland edges and
hedgerows.

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Summary

Landcover and Landform

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

Villages within the CharacterArea

Market Bosworth

Cadeby

Sutton Cheney

5.30 The landform is undulating, rising gradually towards Market

Bosworth which is sited on the highest land.

5.33 Market Bosworth is the major settlement in the area located

amongst mature vegetation on high ground. Other

settlements include the villages of Cadeby and Sutton

Cheney which are small, linear, red brick estate villages.

Farmsteads cattered across the area and are visible in

wider views.

5.31 Farmland consists of reddish fine loamy or clayey soils with

slowly permeable subsoils which can lead to seasonal

waterlogging on the lower slopes.

5.32 Mature trees are common within the area as small woodland

clumps or mature scattered parkland trees and avenues

along roads. Ambion Wood provides a significant area of

woodland in the south. Hedgerow boundaries are

predominantly hawthorn with mature hedgerow trees. Estate

fencing is used within Bosworth Park.

are s
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Key Characteristic

�

�

�

�

Gently rolling landform.

Although predominately arable,

Tree cover is limited with scattered trees and
small linear woodland copses.

Large to medium sized field pattern is defined
Where

hedgerows have been removed, open views
across the landscape are possible.

clustered areas
of industry and recreational facilities are locally
prominent.

by
single species hawthorn hedgerows.

Clustered villages of varying size centre around
crossroads. is the largest settlement in
the area.

Good network of footpaths link settlements.
Few major roads.

�

�

Desford

Open views give an impression of a large scale
landscape. Masts, poles, and pylons are often
prominent.

�

Landscape Character

5.34 The Desford Vales character area lies to the east of the

Borough between Forest Hills to the north and the Stoke

Golding Vales in the south. The area shares its western

boundary with the Market Bosworth Parkland and Upper

Sence areas.

5.35 Desford Vales generally has a large to medium scale field

pattern with views occasionally restricted by vegetation and

landform. In the south, woodland creates a sense of

enclosure. Amore open character occurs to the north.

5.36 At a local level, character varies with areas of open arable

uniformity contrasting with others which have a richer mix of

farmland and woodland, creating a rural patchwork. This

influences biodiversity, with more diverse areas containing a

mix of habitats such as grassland and hay meadows.

5.37 The large to medium scale field framework is punctuated by

the pylon network which is prominent in many views

throughout the area. Long distance panoramic views are

possible from higher ground.

5.38 A number of public footpaths and bridleways serve the area.

The A47 passes through to the south east forming part of the

Borough boundary, whilst the A447 forms most of the

western boundary. Between these, traffic uses a network

of lanes and minor roads. The Caterpillar works near

Desford is well placed for traffic to disperse onto the more

major road network. Traffic tends to travel quickly along

these routes and the area is periodically busy. However,

there are areas of tranquillity to be found away from the

settlement concentrations.

5.39 The motorsport track at Mallory Park is the main visitor

attraction for the area. It has an appealing landscape

setting.

5.40 The area appears to be in good condition with well

managed hedgerows and little vacant land. There are

strong industrial and urban influences locally evident with

quarries and pylons occasionally visible. Other areas

appear very rural. The sensitivity of the landscape

character is therefore variable, as is the capacity to

accomodate change.

5.41 The landform is gently undulating, rising to the north. The

southern part of the area flattens out into a valley which

contains a tributary to the River Soar.

Landcover and Landform
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

A mixed character area with a variety of land uses.
Sensitivity tends to increase towards the more rural
west.

A predominantly rural landscape occasionally influenced

by development features, isolated quarries and industrial

areas. This results in a landscape of varied sensitivity and

capacity to accommodate change.

Conserve the predominantly open, rural character.

Identify opportunities for replacement of hedgerows
along roadsides and their future management as
landscape features.

Encourage development of wide field margins
through environmental stewardship and wildlife
improvement schemes.

Promote regeneration and enhancement of tree
cover through establishment of linear copses and
hedgerow trees.

Encourage more woodland planting.

�

�

�

�

�

Summary

5.42 The majority of the area consists of reddish fine loamy

clayey soils which are slowly permeable and therefore prone

to seasonal waterlogging. A section of more permeable

coarse loamy soils affected by groundwater can be found on

the middle slopes, forming a band through the area beneath

Desford. The geology is a Triassic Mercia Mudstone with

some bands of sandstone and Quaternary Boulder clay,

sand and gravel. Alluvium can be found beneath the River

Soar tributary.

Some small-

scale uses exist, such as the allotments on the edge of

Brascote village. I

5.44 Small areas of woodland (often in a linear form) can be found

throughout the area, especially associated with Mallory Park

and the Caterpillar works. Hedgerows with hedgerow trees

of varying frequency are common, as are scattered trees.

Some hedgerows have been removed along road sides.

5.43 Landcover consists of generally open farmland with a mix of

arable and pasture in a regular shaped pattern.

ndustrial influences include quarrying,

warehouses and factories.

5.45 Desford is the most significant settlement in the area with

other small villages and farm settlements scattered

throughout. The Caterpillar works form a major developed

area to the south of Desford, yet are successfully assimilated

by the scale of the character area

Desford

Peckleton

Kirby Mallory

Brascote Village

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

Villages in the CharacterArea
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Key Characteristic

�

�

�

Predominately flat with only gentle undulations.

Medium scale rectilinear field pattern bounded by
mixed hedgerows with scattered hedgerow trees
and small copses.

Settlement usually associated with local high
points.

Area criss-crossed by network of small lanes and
public footpaths. The Ashby Canal features
numerous attractive canal bridges.

�

�

Mix of arable and pasture with frequent individual
trees.

�

�

Stoke Golding is an attractive settlement
clustered around its prominent church, close to
theAshby Canal.

Area is open and expansive with views
occasionally limited by vegetation.

This is generally a tranquil, rural character area
despite the proximity of Hinckley and theA5.

�

Landscape Character

5.46 The Stoke Golding Vales flank the urban area of Hinckley,

Burbage, Earl Shilton and Barwell. The area stretches

east to west across the Borough to the A5 in the sout west

and shares a northern boundary with Fen Lanes, Market

Bosworth Parkland and Desford Vales.

5.47 The area has a medium to large scale feel resulting from

the relatively flat topography and generally open aspect.

The field pattern consists of regular medium to large sized

enclosures and wide views are often possible across the

open farmland with little interruption from vegetation or

landform. This creates a generally expansive feel to the

area.

5.48 The largely intensive

5.49 Field patterns are mainly rectilinear and uninterrupted,

creating a generally uniform pattern to the whole

landscape.

5.50 Wide panoramic views are possible throughout the area.

arable landuses and even spread of

small settlements results in a consistent character.

Biodiversity is restricted with principle habitats focussed

on hedgerows, watercourses and occasional grassland.

Views are mainly rural, but with some urban influences from

pylons, masts and poles.

5.52 The area is well managed and in good condition. Despite the

close proximity to the main urban centres of the Borough, there

is little urban influence within the majority of the area. The

landscape character is therefore of medium to high sensitivity,

with limited capacity to accept significant change.

5.53 This area has a gentle landform with slight undulations and

much predominantly flat land.

5.54 The soils consist of mainly slowly permeable, water logged, fine

loamy soils with some calcareous clayey soils in the east.

5.51 A number of public footpaths and bridleways cross the area

including part of the Leicestershire Round long distance

footpath. However, the network is not as comprehensive as in

other areas. TheAshby Canal also provids a good footpath and

cycle link. The road network consists of mainly minor roads and

lanes although the A447 heads south towards Hinckley and the

A5 forms the southwestern boundary of the area. Much of the

area is free from significant traffic noise and is therefore

generally quiet and tranquil.

Landcover and Landform
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

A landscape of largely high sensitivity, much of which
feels remote from the principal urban areas.

Despite proximity to Hinkley and the A5, much of this area

is distinctly rural and largely tranquil. It is of high sensitivity,

with limited capacity for change.

Conserve and enhance the rural setting of existing
villages.

Increase woodland, tree and hedgerow planting in
order to enhance urban fringe transition.

Promote potential amenity facilities and historic
links to the Battle of Bosworth.

Seek to increase the overall proportion of woodland
planting.

Avoid creeping urbanisation arising from aspects
such as highway improvements which do not reflect
local character.

�

�

�

�

�

Summary

Reddish fine loamy/clayey soils which are more seasonally

waterlogged predominate in the west. The geology consists

of Triassic

5.55 The majority of the landcover consists of open farmland with

a mix of arable and pasture in medium to large sized fields in

a regular pattern.

5.57 There are few settlements, and Stoke Golding is the largest

village, supported by other smaller villages and

farm buildings. Settlements are generally associated with

high points.

Stoke Golding

Higham on the Hill

Dadlington

Stapleton

Mercia Mudstone with Quaternary clay, sand and

gravel with pockets of Oadby Till above. Alluvium is found in

relation to water courses.

5.56 There is little woodland to be found within the area with only

small clumps found in central and southern areas.

Hedgerows and ditches provide field boundaries and trees

can be found scattered within the hedgerows, or in clumps.

scattered

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

Villages within the CharacterArea
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Key Characteristic

�

�

Gently rolling landform with some areas of flat
land such as Burbage Common.

Medium sized rectilinear field pattern bounded
by mixed hedgerows and few hedgerow trees.
Agricultural land provides open areas of
separating landscape between Barwell, Earl
Shilton and Hinckley.

Landscape heavily influenced by established
settlements, often situated on higher ground,
with masts and poles prominent.

�

�

Mix of arable and pasture with isolated areas of
woodland. Increasing industrial use around
urban areas.

� Significant transport infrastructure subdivides
area.

Distinctive landscape features such as
Burbage Common and Wood have local and
national importance as ecological and
recreational resources.

Localised containment provided by woodland,
but urban areas frequently visible on ridgelines.

�

�

Landscape Character

5.58 This character area covers land which abuts the urban areas

of

5.59 The area is quite varied with different field sizes, landuses

and vegetation types. Scale therefore varies from medium to

large. Some areas are more uniform and open with wider

views and large fields. Other parts have enclosure provided

by woodland and landform.

5.60 The varied land-cover and vegetation encourages

biodiversity and there is a wide range of different habitat

types.

Visibility varies, with some long

distance and panoramic views being possible from the more

open areas, especially looking out of the Borough.

Elsewhere, views are limited by urban fabric or woodland.

Hinckley, Burbage, Earl Shilton and Barwell. It therefore

has strong urban associations.

5.61 The pattern is complex due to the wide range of field sizes,

the framework being more rectilinear in the south. There is a

mix of landuses, areas of different vegetation types and

frequent urban influences.

5.62 The footpath network is comprehensive, especially around

Burbage Common and Woods, which serves as an important

recreation facility. The Leicestershire Round footpath

passes through the woods and interconnects with a

number of bridleways. The M69 and A5 result in traffic

disturbance, especially at peak times. However, Burbage

Common and Woods retain an impression of tranquility

despite their proximity to the town and major roads.

reddish fine loamy or silty clay soils which

are prone to seasonal waterlogging.

Mercia Mudstone with Quaternary clay sand

and gravel with pockets of Oadby Till above. There is an

area of Dunsmore gravel in the far southerly tip of the

Borough.

5.63 The general condition of the area is good with public areas

being well maintained. Features such as Burbage

Common are highly sensitive with little capacity to

accommodate change. Other locations with less distinctive

characteristics have the potential to absorb change more

easily.

5.64 The landform is gently rolling but generally falls away from

the urban area with lower ground lying to the east.

5.65 Soils comprise of

The geology consists

of Triassic

Landcover and Landform
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

A landscape with varied sensitivity. Strategically significant
landscapes of high sensitivity are located close to principal
urban areas.

Sensitivity varies across the diverse urban fringe character area.

Burbage Common is particularly distinctive and sensitive, with

little capacity for change. Other areas are important due to their

openness and consequent role in preventing urban coalescence.

Preserve, protect, and enhance the green open land
between Hinckley, Barwell and Earl Shilton.

Enhance the setting and management of Burbage
Common and Woods as an important wildlife resource
and recreational facility.

Look for opportunities to further improve habitat diversity
especially associated with Burbage Common and
Burbage Woods.

Improve landscape framework, particularly between
Barwell and Hinckley to enhance the separate character
of these urban areas.

Protect and enhance developed skylines with an
improved landscape setting.

Increase woodland cover to improve landscape linkages
and habitat connectivity.

�

�

�

�

�

�

Summary

5.66 Land-cover includes mainly large arable fields, but with some

pasture. There is also a substantial area of public open land

at Burbage Common.

5.68 There are a few scattered farms within the landscape but the

main influences are from the adjacent urban areas of

Hinckley, Burbage, Earl Shilton and Barwell.

5.67 Trees exist within hedgerows but there is also significant

woodland at Burbage Wood and Sheepy Wood adjacent to

Burbage Common, as well as small blocks of woodland in the

southern part of the Borough south of Burbage.

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern
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Key Characteristics

�

�

�

�

�

Predominantly flat valley landscape with areas
of gentle undulations.

Predominantly arable with some occasional
pasture.

Small woodland clumps and willow trees
associated with watercourses.

Mixed field pattern of large to medium size with
broken hedgerows. Hedgerow trees are either
scattered or in clumps along roads and near
watercourses.

Small dispersed settlements clustered around
cross-roads, with isolated farmsteads.

� A444 forms main route through area with small
lanes leading off and many public footpaths.

Open aspect but views are occasionally
curtailed by copses, hedgerow vegetation and
limited vantage points.

Frequent streams and ditches.

�

�

Landscape Character

5.69 This is the largest character area within the Borough and

covers predominantly flat, low lying land to the west. It

shares boundaries with the higher ground of the Upper

Mease as well as Gopsall Parkland and the

Upper Sence. Market Bosworth Parkland forms the

and Stoke Golding Vales lies to the southeast.

5.70 The predominantly uniform landuse of flat open arable fields

creates a large scale landscape. The area is open with

occasional small woodland clumps which provide some

localised enclosure.

5.71 Diversity is limited due to the absence of different landuses

and the regular landform. Habitats of

hedgerows and wet ditches.

5.72 Despite the limited overall diversity of the area, the pattern is

varied, with field sizes ranging from small to large. Some

areas have a more complex hedgerow framework.

5.73 Views extend to the horizon, and range over longer

distances from slightly higher ground levels. Occasionally

views are limited by mature trees within hedgerows.

5.74 A good number of public footpaths link the settlements,

to the north

eastern

boundary

interest focus upon

although there are few bridleways. The A444 passes

north to south linking with theA5, but the bulk of the area is

served only by minor roads and small lanes. In the vicinity

of the A5 traffic noise affects tranquillity, but generally the

area is quiet and peaceful.

5.75 The landscape condition could be enhanced with an

increase in woodland cover and supporting infill planting

of hedgerows, but generally the area appears well

managed. The character is distinctive due to the

expansive, open landscape. It is reasonably resilient to

change, due to its large scale. The lack of significant

settlement results in a strong rural sense of place away

from urbanising elements such as the A5 corridor.

Sensitivity is generally high.

5.76 The landform is uniform with only minor undulations. The

River Sence and its tributaries can be prone to localised

flooding although flood defences have been provided in

critical areas.

5.77 The majority of the soils consist of reddish fine loam with

slowly permeable subsoil prone to seasonal waterlogging.

Landcover and Landform
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

A sensitive landscape due to its over-riding rural character
and sparse distribution of small settlements.

Apredominantly rural character area crossed by the River Sense.

The open landscape and expansive views result in generally high

sensitivity, although the large scale makes it resilient to change.

Protect and enhance the riparian habitats along the
River Sence and its tributaries.

Preserve the pattern of scattered, rural, small scale
settlements.

Preserve and enhance hedgerows and associated
ditches as primary landscape features.

Encourage wide field margins along tributaries and field
boundaries through promotion of Environmental
Stewardship schemes.

Strengthen the wooded character of watercourses
through additional tree planting using appropriate
species such as willow and alder.

Promote increased woodland in strategic locations

�

�

�

�

�

�

Summary

Other soils include areas of stoneless clayey soils and deep,

permeable, coarse loamy soils which are variably affected by

groundwater. These tend to be associated with water

courses. The geology also relates to the watercourses with

areas of Quaternary alluvium and river terrace deposits in

the drift geology over a solid geology of Triassic Mercia

mudstone.

5.78 Land-cover consists of predominantly arable farmland with

some pasture, and field patterns range from large to small

and therefore have an irregular pattern.

5.80 Settlements are sparse, with only small villages clustered

around crossroads, and isolated farmsteads visible. Sheepy

Magna has a locally distinctive linear pattern.

Fenny Drayton

Witherley

Ratcliffe Culey

Pinwall

Sheepy Magna

Sheepy Parva

Shenton

Upton

Sibson

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

Villages within the CharacterArea

5.79 Woodland is very limited within this area with only small

occasional copses. Trees are found within the open

fragmented hedgerows, increasing the general sense of

treecover. Trees are also associated with watercourses and

willows are common in these locations.
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Key Characteristics

�

�

�

�

�

Simple open landform of elevated rolling hills.

Predominantly arable land use.

Dispersed farm buildings visible within wide
panoramic views.

Mature trees largely associated with small
clustered villages.

Large fields bordered by mixed species
hedgerows with scattered hedgerow trees.
Ditches define field boundaries where
hedgerows have been lost.

A444 traverses an area of otherwise minor
roads.

�

� Good network of public footpaths leading
towards Twycross.

�

�

Occasional woodland within surrounding
landscape.

Expansive and at times dramatic long ranging
panoramic views are a notable characteristic
feature, especially from the A444

Twycross Zoo is an important visitor attraction of
international importance.

�

Landscape Character

5.81 This character area is located in the far west of the borough

and covers the higher ground which protrudes into the Fen

Lanes to the south. To the east, the area is bordered by the

Gopsall Parkland.

5.82 The area is elevated, very open, and long distance

panoramic views are possible. The scale is large. Landcover

is uniform with few subdividing features and limited diversity.

he pattern of the landscape is slightly more

mixed as field sizes vary, particularly close to settlements.

5.83 The elevated landform affords long distant open views, often

extending well across the Borough. In some areas on

slightly lower slopes, views are limited by rising landform.

5.84 There is a good network of public footpaths as well as a

number of bridleways. The main transport route is the A444

which links the M42 with the A5 to the south. Apart from this,

only minor roads and lanes. Away

from the principle road there is little traffic noise and the area

is largely quiet. There is often a sense of remote tranquility.

At a local level, t

the area is served by

5.85 Generally the landscape appears well managed, although

the overall condition could be improved by enhancing

hedgerows. The character is distinctive because of the

elevated open nature of the landscape, a feature which

results in a high degree of overall sensitivity.

reddish fine loamy or silty clayey

soils which have slowly permeable subsoils and are prone

to seasonal waterlogging. There are areas of stoneless

clayey soils and deep permeable coarse loamy soils which

are variably affected by groundwater associated with

watercourses.

Triassic Mercia

mudstone with areas of sandstone on the rising slopes and

areas of Quaternary sand and gravel, boulder clay and lake

clay on the top of the ridge.

Landcover and Landform

5.86 This area is located on a broad ridge which extends into

the surrounding flat land from the northwest.

5.87 Soils consist of a mix of

An area of deep well drained coarse loamy

and sandy soil over gravel can be found on the head of the

ridge. The underlying geology consists of

5.88 Landcover is mainly open farmland consisting of

predominantly arable fields, some of which are very large.

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

A distinctive sensitive character derived from the
elevated expansive landscape and panoramic views.

An expansive rural landscape of generally high sensitivity.

The elevated landform provides dramatic wide ranging

views.

Protect the distinctive open character .

Identify opportunities for appropriate hedgerow
replanting where the open character will not be
compromised.

Maintain the mature tree structure surrounding
settlements by replacement planting where
necessary.

Promote the panoramic vistas available from the
A444, possibly with roadside information at laybys.

Look to diversify grassland on roadside verges.

�

�

�

�

�

Summary

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

Villages within the CharacterArea

5.89 Woodland is sparse within this area with only small clumps

of trees associated with settlements. In some parts,

hedgerows have been removed and hedgerow cover is

limited.

5.90 There is little settlement apart from Twycross and occasional

dispersed farmsteads, although Twycross Zoo forms a

developed but low key feature on theA444.

Norton-Juxta Twycross

Twycross

Little Orton

Orton-on-the-Hill

Little Twycross
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� Good network of public footpaths leading
towards Twycross.

�

�

�

Some woodland within surrounding landscape.

Generally expansive open aspect.

Relic follies add interest.

Key Characteristics

�

�

�

�

�

Distinctive parkland landscape with many
mature specimen trees.

Historic associations with Handel the composer
adds to the sense of place.

Medium field pattern bordered by a mix of
hedgerows, barbed wire fencing and small
sections of estate fencing.

Large farms relating to former estate buildings
i.e. Gopsall Hall Farm and Gopsall House Farm.

Tranquil and remote pasture.

Landscape Character

5.91 This is a relatively small yet distinctive character area in the

northwest of the Borough. It is located on relatively low lying

flat land set between the rising ground of the Upper Mease to

the west and the Upper Sence to the east.

5.92 The overall scale is large, with the flat land allowing largely

unbroken views. Despite this, there are areas of enclosure

associated with mature parkland trees, woodland and

avenues along roads.

5.93 Landcover is quite diverse, consisting of a mix of open

farmland with large fields and areas of woodland. There are

therefore a number of habitats of value for wildlife.

5.94 The pattern is quite regular with similar sized fields

subdivided by hedgerows and regularly spaced avenue trees

along roads.

5.95 Visibility is limited in parts by mature woodland and the

mature avenue trees, but vistas are created between them

across the landscape.

5.96 Accessibility is good for pedestrians with footpaths leading

through the parkland and connections to the Ashby Canal.

Only minor roads and lanes interconnect local villages,

and there is little traffic. The area is quiet and peaceful.

5.99 Soils are typical of an area associated with a river valley

and include

These are mixed with the reddish fine loamy

or fine silty over clayey soils with slowly permeable sub

soils, prone to seasonal water logging - which extend onto

the rising ground to the east and west. The geology of the

area consists of the usual

5.100The mix of landcover is limited to large areas of open

5.97 The parkland features are evidently in decline and

intervention is required to protect the character of the area.

The landscape is vulnerable to change as a result of

further deterioration and is highly sensitive as a

consequence.

5.98 The landform is predominantly flat as it forms part of the

Sence river valley, rising slightly to the east and west.

stoneless clayey soils and deep permeable

coarse loamy soils which are variably affected by

groundwater.

Triassic Mercia mudstone, but

with extensive areas of sandstone and alluvium and some

lake clay, sand and gravel.

Landcover and Landform
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

A fragile historic landscape which could easily be lost.
Urgent and continuing intervention required. High
sensitivity.

A remnant parkland landscape with declining historic

features. Vulnerable to further deterioration and therefore

highly sensitive.

Retain and enhance parkland character and
features through programme of posit ive
intervention.

Restore Handel’s Temple as a key landmark.

Promote public understanding and accessibility.

Expand sympathetic recreational uses.

Strengthen woodland character through replanting.

Retain features such as estate fencing and open
roadsides.

Strengthen primary hedgelines and field
boundaries.

Maintain character and scale of estate villages.

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Summary

grassland parkland with some arable farmland with similar

sized medium fields.

Shackerstone

Congerstone

Bilstone

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

Villages within the CharacterArea

5.101

5.102

Fields are largely defined by fencing, but there are

occasional hedgerows with hedgerow trees. Significant

areas of woodland can be found throughout the area and the

mature parkland trees and avenues are a distinctive feature.

Gopsall Hall was demolished in 1952, and only the

gatehouse at Shackerstone and the Handel Temple within

the former grounds now survive as a reminder of former

glories. Settlements relate to the parkland history with

estate villages at Shackerstone and Congerstone.

Elsewhere, there are large estate farms and smaller

scattered farmsteads.

Image to be added Image to be added
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Key Characteristics

�

�

�

�

�

Gentle undulating landform which rises
generally to the east.

Mix of arable and pasture with small copses
and scattered trees within mixed hedgerows.

Well treed appearance despite lack of actual
woodland.

Regular pattern of medium sized fields
become smaller around settlements.

Settlements predominantly small villages.

�

�

Long distance footpaths pass through area.

Some long distance views but mostly limited by
trees.

Landscape Character

5.103

5.104

5.105

5.106

5.107

This character area is located centrally in the north of the

Borough. It links the parkland areas of Gopsall in the west

and Market Bosworth in the south and it merges with the flat

land of the Fen Lanes to the southwest.

The area has a medium scale as a result of the gentle

landform, smaller field sizes and frequent mature

vegetation. There are some open areas with long views,

but vegetation and rolling landform create enclosure and

often shorten views.

The area is generally dominated by agricultural uses but

biodiversity is increased by scattered woodlands, copses

and trees.

Woodland and copses subdivide the field pattern creating a

regular yet fairly complex landscape framework.

views are possible although visibility can be limited by

woodland and undulating landform.

The area is well served by a network of public footpaths and

bridleways connecting to the Leicestershire Round and

Ivanhoe Way. The main traffic route is the A447, but the

majority of routes which cross the area are minor roads and

Open

lanes. The lack of major roads and settlements results in

overall tranquility.

The general landform consists of gentle undulations with

gradual slopes rising to the east.

Soils consist of

The landcover is a mix of farmland types, but mainly arable

with some pasture. Fields are medium to small in size and

generally form a regular pattern.

5.108 Whilst the area lacks many features of particularly

distinctive character, it still consists of attractive open

countryside. Generally management is of a high standard

and the area appears to be quite resilient. The

predominantly rural landscape character is sensitive to

significant change.

reddish, fine loamy or fine silty, clayey soils

which have slowly permeable subsoils and are prone to

seasonal waterlogging throughout. These lie over a

mixed geology of Triassic Mercia mudstone with some

Quaternary sandstone, boulder clay and lake clay as well

as some alluvium.

Landcover and Landform

5.109

5.110

5.111
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Capacity and Sensitivity

Landscape Strategies

A character area which is generally in good heart. It
has been subject to little significant change, and is
quite resilient as a result. However, it’s tranquil nature
is highly sensitive.

A low key but predominately tranquil rural character area

which is sensitive to significant change.

Maintain the attractive character and scale of small
villages.

Identify opportunities for improvement of general
land-management practices.

Improve hedgerows and coppice management by
promotion of Environmental Stewardship schemes.

Conserve and enhance tree cover through
appropriately scaled woodland planting and
regeneration of hedgerow trees.

�

�

�

�

Summary

Woodland / Tree Cover

Buildings and Settlement Pattern

Villages within the CharacterArea

5.112 Trees are generally found in copses or small blocks of

woodland, but are also frequent within hedgerows or along

roadsides, increasing the impression of general tree cover.

5.113 Settlements are small and dispersed with the distinctive

linear villages of Carlton and Barton-in-the-Beans being the

largest. Scattered farm buildings are visible. Odstone Hall

is set within mature trees and is largely hidden from view.

Barton in the Beans

Carlton

Odstone
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A Charnwood Fringe -

B Forest Hills -

D Desford Vales -

E Stoke Golding Vales -

Overall Strategy:

Overall Strategy:

C Market Bosworth Parkland - Overall Strategy:

Overall Strategy:

Overall Strategy:

5.114

5.115

5.116

5.117

5.118

Village centre’s should be protected to preserve their historic

character. Focus should be on restoring and re-using

existing buildings and new builds should suit local

vernacular. The landscape with its varied habitats should

be protected by restricting development in natural areas

with some outcrops and quarried habitats being protected.

The potential for promoting amenity uses should be

researched to encourage appropriate use and subsequent

retention of habitats. This would also provide an opportunity

to use suitable management techniques such as coppicing.

The changing character of this landscape provides

opportunities for enhancement through management of

new woodland planting and the development of National

Forest initiatives creating a green infrastructure, and the

use of Environmental Stewardship schemes to improve

agricultural habitats. Amenity can also be promoted within

this area to encourage local use. Residual strong

characteristics should however be retained such as the

distinctive settlement patterns.

Conserve

Enhance

Conserve & Enhance

Conserve & Enhance

Conserve

The historic estate character should be conserved through

the retention of distinctive features such as estate fencing

and avenue trees along open roads. New planting should

follow existing patterns to reinforce parkland tree cover and

strengthen hedgerows although the value of meadow

habitats could be improved through management

techniques. The vernacular of local villages should be

retained by restricting new development and the pattern of

integrated development into the surrounding landscape at

the urban fringe of Market Bosworth should also be

continued.

The predominantly rural character of the area should be

retained however, there are opportunities for enhancement

through additional hedgerow and tree planting which would

improve the overall character of the area. Ecological

habitats could also be improved through the introduction of

Environmental Stewardship schemes to create wide field

margins and improve hedgerow management etc.

The rural setting of the villages within this area should be

conserved although there are opportunities for

improvement at the urban fringe where additional tree and

hedgerow planting would improve the transition between

built development and open countryside. The amenity

potential of the area could be exploited with promotion of

local links to historical sites and the Battle of Bosworth.

H I N C K L E Y A N D B O S W O R T H
C H A R A C T E R A S S E S S M E N T

F Hinckley, Barwell and Burbage Fringe -

G Fen Lanes -

H Upper Mease -

I Gopsall Park -

J Upper Sence -

Overall

Strategy:

Overall Strategy:

Overall Strategy:

Overall Strategy:

Overall Strategy:

5.119

5.120

5.121

5.122

5.123

Conserve & Enhance

Conserve

Conserve & Enhance

Restore

Conserve

There are important open green spaces within this area

which should be conserved as they protect the separation

between settlements and form the local landscape

framework. These areas still have opportunities for

enhancement which would further increase their amenity

as well as ecological value. There are also opportunities to

improve the graduation of green space into development

areas at the urban fringe.

Features within this character area have gradually

degenerated and in some cases disappeared and a

restoration scheme is therefore required which would be

carried out through positive intervention. Features such as

Handel’s Temple should be fully restored and planting

carried out to strengthen the estate woodland and

hedgerows. The parkland could then be promoted as a

feature of local interest and sympathetic recreation uses

developed for the area to promote its historic importance

and help ensure future conservation of the parkland. The

settlements are typical of estate village character and

should also be protected.

Features of this character area should be preserved such

as the distinctive character of small villages and woodland

planting. Some enhancement could be carried out through

improved land management practices such as coppicing

and hedge laying which could be promoted through

Environmental Stewardship schemes.

The distinctive features of this area should be conserved to

protect it’s individual character within the Borough. These

include the riparian habitats along the River Sence and the

pattern of scattered small scale rural settlements. There

are still opportunities for enhancement via the use of

Environmental Stewardship schemes to improve field

margin and tributary habitats. Tree planting should consist

of appropriate species for the area.

The distinctive open character of this area should be

retained and could be exploited by providing information

boards at strategic viewpoint locations. There are still

opportunities for increased hedgerow planting and

diversification of road verge grassland which will generally

enhance the area and mature trees associated with

settlements should be replaced.
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Figure 5.2 The Overall Landscape Strategies
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